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Mission Statement of the Linn R-1 Gifted Programs

Linn R-1 is committed to the belief that every child should be encouraged and stimulated to grow in his/her ability to think clearly, logically, and independently.

The student identified for “Corral” in the Linn R-1 district represents a group of students whose learning style and thinking dimensions require experience and instruction beyond the standard curricular mainstream.  Education is a means by which every individual may advance toward his/her fullest potential.  An educational program for these students shall identify their unique capabilities and provide extensions of learning and/or extra guidance which offer them opportunities for exploring their individual capabilities. 

Through our enrichment programs we hope to educationally stimulate that part of the gifted student that sets him/her above the rest.
Gifted Program Goals
This program was initiated in the recognition that academically talented students need the following opportunities.  It is our goal to provide these challenges to enrich our Corral students:

l) Activities that enable them to operate at complex levels of thought and feeling.

2) Opportunities for divergent production.

3) Challenging group and individual work which demonstrates process/product outcome.

4) Discussion with intellectual peers.


5) A variety of experiences that promote understanding of human value systems.

6) The opportunity to see interrelationships in all bodies of knowledge.

7) Special courses in areas of strength and interest with accelerated pace and depth of content.
 8) Greater exposure to new areas of learning within and outside the school structure.

9) Opportunities to apply abilities to real problems.

10) Skills in critical thinking, creative writing, research problems, decision making and leadership.

Gifted Program Objectives
1.  The student will be involved in activities that develop his/her thinking, creative, and reasoning abilities as well as decision-making and communication skills. 
2.  The student will broaden and enrich his/her interests and knowledge by participating in activities not usually found in the regular classroom. 
3.  The student will participate in challenging interaction and expression among accelerated students of similar abilities as they work together and share learning experiences.
4. The student will become a more self-directed learner as a result of being provided activities which are motivating, inspiring, and intrinsically rewarding.
5. The student will work to develop the ability to evaluate his/her own work and to increase his/her level of personal performance expectations.
Service, Identification and Standards
 The Corral Committee 2007-2008 recommends the following policies for identifying and serving gifted students in the Linn R-1 school district, for grades 4-12, and also recommends that the total program 4-12 contain approximately 10% of the total school population:

I.  Elementary Students, Grades 4-6
A.  Service:
Students from grades 4 through 6 will attend an enrichment class for approximately one period per day, two to three days a week; however, students are expected to maintain their classroom work in order to participate in the Corral program.   Corral students do not have to make up or do work that might be done in the regular classroom while they are in Corral.  Field trips will be used as another form of enrichment.

B.  Identification:
The initial testing pool for potential students entering Corral in the 4th grade, will be determined by the Corral committee using results from standardized test(s), or teacher recommendation.  Students scoring 70% or higher (composite) on the standardized test will then be given an IQ test for possible inclusion in the program beginning in the 4th grade.
Students who score 115 or above on any standard IQ test are eligible for the program.  Needs of the student, discipline, and integrity of the program may also be considered by the committee in placing a student in the Corral program.  Transfer students may be eligible for inclusion in the program if they meet the Linn R-1 standards, testing process, and are recommended for inclusion by the Gifted Committee.  

C.  Standards:
Students in the Corral class must maintain a B average in the Corral class to remain in the program.  Class grades are important, but do not affect a student's status in the program. If a parent chooses to remove his child from the gifted program, he does not have the option of re-entering the program. The gifted committee, however, has sole discretion and may consider extenuating circumstances.

II.
Middle School Students, Grades 7 and 8
A.  Service:
Students will attend a one-period enrichment class daily, or as the schedule allows.   When appropriate, students may attend field trips either with the elementary or high school group, or those arranged specifically for this group.

Teachers of these students will be made aware of their identification as gifted and will be encouraged to provide challenges in the regular classroom beyond the regular regimen.


B.  Identification: Students who have been in the Corral program the preceding year are eligible.  Students being considered for the program will be given individualized IQ tests. Students who score 115 or above on any standard IQ test are eligible for the program.  Needs of the student, discipline, and integrity of the program may also be considered by the committee in placing a student in the Corral program. Transfer students may be eligible for inclusion in the program if they meet the Linn R-1 standards, testing process, and are recommended for inclusion by the Gifted Committee.  

C.  Standards:
This will be a graded class targeted at enrichment through projects deemed relevant by the instructor. The structure, integrity, and grading of the class will be determined by the instructor. The student must maintain a "B" average in this class.  
III.  High School, Grades 9-12
A.  Service:
Teachers of high school Corral students would be made aware of their identification as gifted, and they will be encouraged to provide challenges in the regular classroom beyond the regular regimen.  Students will be encouraged to take advanced weighted classes, as well as dual-credit classes.
Field trips will be offered to provide exposure to cultural or educational resources beyond our regular field trips.

B.  Identification: Students recommended by teachers for the Corral 9-12 program will be given individualized IQ tests. Students who score 115 or above on any standard IQ test are eligible for the program.   Needs of the student, discipline, and integrity of the program may also be considered by the committee in placing a student in the Corral program.  Transfer students may be eligible for inclusion in the program if they meet the Linn R-1 standards, testing process, and are recommended for inclusion by the Gifted Committee.

C.  Standards: 
If a student wishes to withdraw from the program, he may not re-enter the program, but the gifted committee has final discretion in these matters and may consider extenuating circumstances.
Evaluation Instrument for Gifted Program:  Faculty Members

In order that we may improve our Corral program, please answer the following questions.

1=Excellent  2=Good  3=Fair  4=Weak  5=Very weak

_______1.  How would you rank the overall Corral program?

_______2.  Through feedback from Corral students, how do you believe they feel about being in the Corral program?

_______3.  How would you rank other students' response to the Corral program?

*************************************************************** 

4.  What changes would you suggest for the program? _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

5.  What aspects of the program do you like and do not want to see changed? __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

6.  ____NA  If you have Corral students in your regular classes, how do you feel about the amount of time they spend in Corral class or activities?_____________________________________________

7.  Please share with us any other comments that you wish to add:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

Evaluation Instrument for Gifted Program:  Corral Student
Please indicate your grade level: ____________

In order that we may better serve you and improve our Corral program, please answer the following questions.

1=Excellent  2=Good  3=Fair  4=Weak  5=Very weak

_______1.  How would you rank the overall Corral program?

_______2.  How would you rank the actual activities and content of the classes?

_______3.  Generally, how do you feel about going to the Corral class or doing Corral activities?

*************************************************************** 

4.  What changes would you suggest for the program? _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

5.  What aspects of the program do you like and do not want to see changed? __________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

6.  Would you recommend the program to a new student might be eligible?  ____Yes  ____No  ____Maybe

7.  Please share with us any other comments that you wish to add:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________   

Evaluation Instrument for Gifted Program:  Parent
Please indicate your child's grade level: ____________

In order that we may better serve your child and improve our Corral program, please answer the following questions.

1=Excellent  2=Good  3=Fair  4=Weak  5=Very weak

_______1.  How would you rank the overall Corral program?

_______2.  How would you rank the administration of the Corral Program?

_______3.  How would you rank the actual activities and content of the classes?

*************************************************************** 

4.  What changes would you suggest for the program? _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

5.  What aspects of the program do you like and do not want to see changed? __________________________________________________

6.  Would you recommend the program to a parent whose child might be eligible?  ____Yes  ____No  ____Maybe

7.  Would you please share any relevant positive/negative feedback that you have received from your child?______________

______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

8.  Please share with us any other comments that you wish to add:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
Teacher Recommendation Form

Student _____________________ Grade_________________

Recommending Teacher _______________ Date___________

The screening and identification procedure for Corral utilizes information from IQ tests, achievement tests, and teacher observations.  Place a check in the box that indicates the relative strength of each characteristic described below with “1” being low and “5” being high.

	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	1. Verbal Proficiency: 

Has an advanced vocabulary and language skills not normally used by age-mates
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Proficiency in Basic Skills: 

Shows ability in basic skills generally two grade levels beyond grade placement.
	
	
	
	
	

	3. Curiosity: 

Often asks “why”; investigates why something is so through reading or questioning
	
	
	
	
	

	4. Task Commitment:
Will work for long periods of time on tasks that are of interest or self-initialized; persistent.
	
	
	
	
	

	5. Critical Thinking: 
Recognizes implications; accurately generalizes; likes to propose possible solutions; interested in abstract problems.
	
	
	
	
	

	6. Independence:
Is individualistic; will work alone and appears self-sufficient; 
	
	
	
	
	

	7. Learning Rate:
Learns new material rapidly; does not appear to need much repetition and drill.
	
	
	
	
	

	8. Involvement:
Is involved in many activities inside and outside of school; has many hobbies
	
	
	
	
	

	9. Originality:
Has unusual ideas; produces novel products; looks for a different approach.
	
	
	
	
	

	10. Knowledge:
Has a large store of knowledge; interested in world events and problems more than peers.
	
	
	
	
	


